THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
PRE-LESSON 01 SESSION 04
Article I, Sect. 4.
“The times, places and manner, of holding elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time, by law,
make or alter such regulations, except as to the place of choosing Senators.
The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the first
Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.”
Article I, Sect. 4. Explained
Section 4 says that each state may establish its own methods for electing members of the Congress,
and mandates, or requires that Congress must meet at least once per year.
Article I, Sect. 5.
“Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualification, of its own members,
and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn
from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such
manner, and under such penalties, as each House may provide.
Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disorderly
behavior, and, with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.
Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the same,
excepting such parts as may, in their judgment, require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the
members of either House on any question shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be entered
on the journal.
Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.”
Article I, Sect. 5. Explained
Section 5 says that Congress must have a minimum number of members present in order to meet,
and that it may set fines for members who do not show up. It says that members may be expelled,
that each house must keep a journal to record proceedings and votes, and that neither house can
adjourn without the permission of the other.
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Article I, Sect. 6.
“The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, to be
ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They shall in all cases, except
treason, felony and breach of peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the
session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any speech
or debate in either House; they shall not be questioned in any other place.
No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed to any
civil office under the authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the
emoluments whereof shall have been increased, during such time; and no person holding any
officer under the United States shall be a member of either House, during his continuance in
office.”
Article I, Sect. 6.
Section 6 establishes that members of Congress will be paid, that they cannot be detained while
traveling to and from Congress, that they cannot hold any other office in the government while in
the Congress
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